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home to the British, who have walked into the parlour of the:
Wall Street Shylocks. The Russians have also fallen for the-,
trick. They have made several concessions to the Americans^,
particularly in China. The declaration to support the gold
standard is that latest Russian concession to America. But
these are all superficial events, which do .not make history. If
the U.S.S.R. is a Socialist state, the U.S.A. being the most
powerful capitalist country, must be its principal enemy. None
can call himself a Communist and yet expect the U.S.A.
to ally with the U.S.S.R. in a crusade against the bogey of '
British Imperialism. To-day, British Imperialism is no more
than a bogey. It is dead. Anyhow, what are the facts? Blood;
is thicker than water. When in the UNO the Persian issue came
up, the Americans dropped their pretence of sitting on the line,,
and took the ring on the side of the British. You watch out for
other events to see how the ground lay. The leadership of the-
anti-Soviet block naturally belongs to the U.S.A. If Britain,
would be driven to join that block, that would be, thanks to the.
shortsightedness of Soviet diplomacy.
Before I proceed to deal with the parallel process of ideologi-
cal polarisation, which is really more important, and which-
will explain the conflict between Britain and the U.S.S.R., let
me dispose of the bogey of the third world war.   It has been a.
consolation for all the frustrated revolutionaries to look forward
to another world war.   After the first world war, no revolution
in Europe succeeded; they hoped for the second world war to-
give them a new chance.   I cannot comprehend this mentality,,
nor can I understand how people with such a mentality could
call themselves revolutionaries.   A war in our time means the
hell let loose.   For peoples or classes to b'e free, those who-j?
cannot free themselves by their own efforts, the world should
go up in flames.   That is a very perverse idea of freedom.   TheA
second world war came; we missed the opportunity again.   Now \
we dream of yet another world war.   That is behaving like;
vultures: Let there be more  carcasses so that we may have
more to eat!   That is really what Communist ideals have come,
to be.   Unfortunately, the third world war may come- but it
will not bring freedom.   It will bring the end   of 'modera
civilisation.    Therefore,   Marxists   who can see beyond the: